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going up, and wages are staying flat. 
That is a right angle that is taking 
American families in the wrong direc-
tion. 

For paycheck progress we must in-
vest in infrastructure, reform our Tax 
Code so that it is fairer for all Ameri-
cans, and, finally, ensure equal pay for 
equal work. 

Mr. Speaker, instead of addressing 
these issues, many House Republicans 
are calling for giveaways to special in-
terests, rolling back critical women’s 
health protections, and holding Home-
land Security funding hostage to win 
political points. Let’s be real. In the 
nineties it was: It is the economy, stu-
pid. You ask any American family 
today: It is my paycheck, stupid. 

If we focus on one thing this Con-
gress, let’s make sure that it is the 
paycheck of working-class Americans. 
The American people deserve better 
than what is being served up. Let’s 
work together on paycheck progress, 
not partisanship. 

f 

42ND ANNIVERSARY OF ROE V. 
WADE 

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, 3,288 per 
day, 137 per hour, one every 26 sec-
onds—that is how many children are 
denied their God-given right to life 
each and every day. As we mark the 
42nd anniversary of Roe v. Wade, we 
should remember each of those chil-
dren and the potential each had. 

Mr. Speaker, I am unapologetically 
pro-life and have been a longtime sup-
porter of efforts to protect the unborn. 
Because every human life is precious, 
we must continue to fight for those 
who cannot fight for themselves. 

Today I stand on behalf of those chil-
dren and of future children who may 
never have a chance. We must stand to-
gether and never forget until the battle 
for life is won. 

f 

THE GRAND JURY REFORM ACT 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, today I introduced the Grand Jury 
Reform Act, which requires the ap-
pointment of a special prosecutor to 
conduct an investigation and present 
the results to a judge in an open court-
room proceeding whenever a police of-
ficer kills an individual while on duty. 

After police officers killed two un-
armed black men in 2014 and secret 
grand juries failed to indict these offi-
cers, I am honoring Dr. King’s legacy 
by offering legislation that restores 
trust in our justice system while ensur-
ing a fair process for all. 

Mr. Speaker, we are the beneficiaries 
of Dr. King’s legacy, and we must face 
our challenges with the same resolve as 

he did. I urge my fellow colleagues to 
support this commonsense bill. 

f 

MARCH FOR LIFE 

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 
thousands of students from across the 
country who are participating in to-
morrow’s March for Life event. I am 
praying for safe travels for all the 
groups from my district, including St. 
Thomas More High School, St. Louis 
Parish—the parish I attended Mass at 
this weekend—Holy Trinity in 
Stonington, Illinois, and the Illinois 
Life Caravan as they drive through the 
night and travel almost 800 miles to 
come to Washington to stand up for 
what they believe in. 

Mr. Speaker, I have renewed hope 
and faith in our Nation’s young people 
as I see students from high school to 
elementary school age showing their 
commitment to life. I am proud to be 
pro-life. I believe it is my duty and 
part of my faith to stand up for those 
who cannot speak for themselves, and I 
will continue to do so as I serve in this 
great Congress. 

In the words of Pope Francis: 
All life has inestimable value. Even the 

weakest and most vulnerable, the sick, the 
old, the unborn, and the poor are master-
pieces of God’s creation, made in His own 
image, destined to live forever and deserving 
of the utmost reverence and respect. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank all of 
those who are standing here for life 
with us. 

f 

AMERICA STANDS AT THE 
CROSSROADS 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, last 
night President Obama addressed the 
Nation and reminded us of the cross-
roads at which we stand: Do we con-
tinue on the path we are on where only 
a select few prosper while so many 
families struggle? Or will we instead 
work to rebuild our middle class, grow 
our economy, and create new opportu-
nities for success? 

But here today, Mr. Speaker, listen-
ing to my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle, it is clear that the prior-
ities of this body’s majority are not in 
line with the majority of Americans. 

The American people don’t want 
more of the same. They want better ac-
cess to education, better infrastruc-
ture, and an honest chance at the 
American Dream. They want a fair col-
lege loan system, and they want the re-
lief of knowing that their retirement 
and their parents’ retirement is safe 
and sound, not left to the whims of 
Wall Street. As President Obama made 
clear, they want a tax system that re-
wards work, not wealth. 

I am proud to support many of the 
priorities laid out in last night’s speech 
because they put practicality above 
partisan politics. Let’s hope for the 
sake of the American people that this 
Congress does the same. 

f 

THE 42ND ANNIVERSARY OF ROE 
V. WADE 

(Mr. EMMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, on the 
42nd anniversary of Roe v. Wade, I 
stand with my colleagues in defense of 
innocent human life. My wife and I 
were blessed with seven beautiful chil-
dren, each with their own unique gifts. 
Since Roe v. Wade, more than 56 mil-
lion unborn babies have been robbed of 
the chance to reach their true poten-
tial. 

Our Nation’s role as a defender of the 
rights to life and liberty erode with 
each innocent life that is taken. This is 
not a partisan issue or a judgment of 
others. But we must never stop defend-
ing the rights of those who cannot 
speak for themselves. 

Mr. Speaker, in an era where com-
mon ground can be hard to find, I am 
honored to serve with the men and 
women dedicated to the protection of 
these most basic of liberties. 

f 

THE PAIN-CAPABLE UNBORN 
CHILD PROTECTION ACT 

(Mr. CONAWAY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, this 
House tomorrow will consider H.R. 36, 
the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protec-
tion Act, and I will support that bill 
because it protects most of the chil-
dren in these circumstances. But I will 
do so with a heavy heart because it 
does not protect all children. Every 
child at 20 weeks and older deserves 
protection from the violence per-
petrated on them in the womb by late- 
term abortions. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill does not pro-
tect all children because it gives an ex-
ception for children conceived in rape 
and incest. No child 20 weeks and older 
should be subjected to that, regardless 
of the circumstances in which they are 
conceived. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to work to try to correct that 
injustice as well, and I hope efforts are 
afoot to make this bill perfect in the 
sense that it would protect every single 
child 20 weeks and older because none 
of them deserve less. 

f 

MARCH FOR LIFE 
(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and respect of the thou-
sands of people who will come to our 
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